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A tablet to the memory of the Principal Secretary in old St. Paul's made no mention of any other
children than Frances. According to the Latin inscription, Walsingham "married a beloved wife
Ursula, of the ancient and noble race of St. Barbe, by whom he had an only daughter Frances, first
married to Philip Sidney , . . ." The correct phrase would have been "only surviving daughter."'
In June, 1579, Marie, the youngest Walsingham child, died, aged about six. Her funeral was at
the old parish church of Barnes.2 The following summer the eldest of the three little daughters
passed out of life in her thirteendi year. On the ist of July, 1580, Sir Francis Knollys wrote to
Walsingham:
"I do hear that the sorrowful news of die death of your daughter hath absented you from
the Court. But although the natural affection of sorrow in such cases must needs have a course,
yet the obedience that we do owe to God's will and pleasure, as well touching ourselves as our
children, ought to bridle and suppress all our affections, as you do know much better than I, if this
were not your own case."
"As you do faotv better than 1," may be a reference to Walsingham's previous loss, of Marie.
" But let us kiss the rod of God," says Sir Francis Knollys, with other admonitions.3
Lady Walsingham had previously lost her two Worsley children, by an accident when those boys
were experimenting with gunpowder. The deaths of two out of three of her Walsingham daughters
account for the anxiety we shall find her often showing about Frances, the only survivor of her five
children.
l"ln matrimonio habmt lectissimam feminam URSULAM e stirpe S. Barborum antiqwe nobilitatis;
e qua unicam filiam suscepit Franciscan Philippo Sydneio pnmam nuptam," &c. £c. (her second
marriage).
''The History of St. Paul's Cathedral in London from its Foundations untill these Times:
Extracted out of Original! Charters Records Leiger Boo^s and other Manuscripts. London, Printed
by Tho. Warren. 1658." (Folio. With engraved portrait of the author William Dugdale, and five
plates by Hollar, of Tombs and Monuments).
Epitaphs are not always informative: that of Walsingham makes no reference to his being a
widower, or to him as Dame Ursula's second husband. Widow of Richard Worsley of Appuldur-
combe, Captain of the Isle of Wight, she was eldest daughter of Henry St. Barbe, Esq™, of
Ashmgton, Somerset, by Eleanor, daughter of Edward Lewknor of TroLton, Sussex. For pedigree
of St Barbe see Hoare's South Wiltshire (in Hundred of Frustfield p. 10). "The 'Herald and
Genealogist," 1862, Vol. I. p. 78, describes but does not quote a pedigree of Walsingham and St,
Barbe, drawn up soon after the birth of Walsingham's grand-daughter (Nov. 1585). In 1862 it
was in possession of G. F. St. Barbe, Esq™.
2Unpublished Register of Burial. Barnes. "Marie daughter of Sir'Francis Walsingham." June 29,
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